
Grant Writing for Farmers
How to Find Funding for Your Farm



An Intro to Future Harvest
● BFTP
● Conference
● Field School
● MAC
● Go Grassfed
● Tool Share

Second Place/First Runner Up
"#BlackExcellence"
By Farmer Chippie

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/blackexcellence?__eep__=6&__tn__=*NK*F


What is a grant?

- Non-repayable funds dispersed by one entity to 
another

BUT

- Grants usually require reporting back to the funder
- Are usually not “unrestricted”

AND

- May require the awardee to provide “matching 
funds” equivalent to a percentage of the award

- Grants vs. Cost Share programs

Types of Grants for Farms 
and Farmers

- Federal
- USDA

- NRCS
- SARE

- Foundation
- Local government

- Economic development corporations
- Private entity
- Other



Community-Based (Farm to Food Bank, FTN)
PROS

- Local
- might know you and your farm
- often simpler applications

CHALLENGES

- May have smaller 
pools of funding

- Aren’t always recurring
- Require local 

connections to find





Nationwide Non-Profit / Foundation
PROS

- Normally fairly simple applications

CHALLENGES

- Highly competitive
- No one centralized 

database; have to be 
tuned in to various 
organizations’ 
announcements



Federal - Local (ex. EQIP)
PROS

- Tailored to farmers’ infrastructure 
needs (i.e. high tunnels)

- Federal funding source but routed 
through a local office for easier 
access

- Can build a relationship with the 
local funder

CHALLENGES

- Cost-share
- Often require farmer 

to pay for the full 
project up front, then 
receive 
reimbursement



Federal - Nationwide / Regional (SARE)
PROS

- Often large awards
- Easy to find (grants.gov)
- Might require partnership / Not 

always directly available for 
farmers

- Often recurring, opportunities to 
re-apply

CHALLENGES

- Extremely competitive
- Complex application 

process



Where to Find Lists of Grants
● MREDC (MD Extension list)

○ https://extension.umd.edu/mredc/business-module
s/traditional-sources#GLFFE

● Beginning Farmers.org
○ https://www.beginningfarmers.org/funding-resourc

es/ 

● Guide to federal funding:
○ https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_

sust_farms.pdf

NOTE: Local lists are more difficult to find!

We’ll share a 
downloadable version of 

this presentation, so 
don’t worry about getting 

all the links. 

https://extension.umd.edu/mredc/business-modules/traditional-sources#GLFFE
https://extension.umd.edu/mredc/business-modules/traditional-sources#GLFFE
https://www.beginningfarmers.org/funding-resources/
https://www.beginningfarmers.org/funding-resources/
https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_sust_farms.pdf?utm_source=USDA+SARE&utm_campaign=c980a99b34-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_21_04_34_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ea09c80bba-c980a99b34-355659817
https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_sust_farms.pdf?utm_source=USDA+SARE&utm_campaign=c980a99b34-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_21_04_34_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ea09c80bba-c980a99b34-355659817


Helpful Questions to Ask Ahead of Time
● What types of projects is the funder looking for?

○ Keywords in the RFP
○ Lists of past funded projects
○ Farms or farms in partnership with NGOs, Extension, others?

● How do my goals line up with the funder’s?
○ Can I emphasize parts of my project?

● What administrative information do I need to provide? Do I need to set up 
specific types of accounts?

● How competitive is the grant? What are my chances of receiving an 
award?



Administrative Considerations
Types of applications

- Online
- Do you need to be 

registered with an account?
- Online platforms: 

SAM, Results 
Verification, or none?

- Lead time for account 
creation?

Grants.gov online workspace



This?



Or This?



Items to have on hand
- Federal EIN # and other tax 

documents
- DUNS number, if you’re applying 

for a federal grant
- Access to a printer / ability to sign 

and upload documents 
- Do you own the farmland? Lease 

it? Will you need the land owner’s 
permission?



From the Funder’s Perspective
- What makes a good application?

- Repeats back language in the RFP
- Follows the rules (word count, allowable 

expenses)
- Consider what the application is really 

asking for. Is there a point of contact for 
asking clarifying questions? Don’t be afraid 
to reach out.

- Amount of funding available vs. what 
might actually be awarded: what is the 
total funding pot?



What does the funder want?



Don’t Forget Reporting Requirements!
- What kind of report-back does the 

funder require?
- What will you have to deliver? 

And when?
- Will you be able to do so 

promptly?
- Importance of reporting: 

maintaining a relationship with the 
funder



Additional Future Harvest programs ...
Tool and equipment sharing: 

Stay tuned for another webinar in Spring!

https://www.futureharvestcasa.org/resou
rces/tool-and-equipment-sharing-platfor
m





Questions?

● Links to find lists of grants:
● MREDC (MD Extension list)

○ https://extension.umd.edu/mredc/business-modules/traditional-sources#GLFFE

● Beginning Farmers.org
○ https://www.beginningfarmers.org/funding-resources/ 

● Guide to federal funding:
○ https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_sust_farms.pdf

NOTE: Local lists are more difficult to find!

Visit 
www.futureharvest.org 

for many more 
resources!

https://extension.umd.edu/mredc/business-modules/traditional-sources#GLFFE
https://www.beginningfarmers.org/funding-resources/
https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_sust_farms.pdf?utm_source=USDA+SARE&utm_campaign=c980a99b34-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_01_21_04_34_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ea09c80bba-c980a99b34-355659817
http://www.futureharvest.org

